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CHAPTER 266

The Meat Inspection Act (Ontario)
I. In this Act,
(a) "animal" means a domestic animal the meat of which is
intended to be used for human consumption, and includes poultry;
(b) "Director" means the Director of the Veterinary Services Branch of the Department of Agriculture and
Food;
(c) "establis hment" means an establishment operating
under the Meat Inspection Act (Canada);
(d) " inspector" means an inspector appointed under t his
Act;
(e) "M inister" means the .Minister of Agriculture and
Food;
(j) " plant" means a premises where animals are s laughtered;
(g) "poultry" means chickens, ducks, geese, turkeys and
other birds;
(h) " regulations" means the regulations made under this
Act;
(i) "slaughter" means slaughter for the purpose of processing meat into food for human consumption. 1962-63,
c. 78, s. l ; 1965, c. 68, s. I, amended.

lnterpr..tation

,c.3-0

1955

(Can.)

2.- (I ) Except as provided in the regulations, no person shall Slaughtering
slaughter an animal unless the animal has been inspected by an of animals
inspector immediately before the time of s laughter. 1962-63,
c. 78, s. 2 (1).

(2) No person shall slaughter an animal, except in the manner
and by the devices prescribed in the regulations. 1965, c. 68, s. 2.

Idem

(3) Except as provided in the regulations, no person shall sell, Sale, etc.,
offer for sale, t ra nsport or deliver to any person meat unless,
of meat
(a) the animal from which the meat was obtained was

inspected by an inspector as provided in subsection l ;
(b) the slaughter o{ t he animal took place at a plant that
complies with this Act and t he regulations, or at an
establishment; and
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(c) the meat is stamped with an inspection legend or . is
labelled, as provided in the regulations. 1962-63, c. 78,
s. 2 (2).
Licen~ing

3.-(1) No person s hall engage in the business of operating a
plant other than an establishment without a licence therefor from
the Director. 1962-63, c. 78, s. 3 (I); 1965, c. 68, s. 3 (1).

Refusal to
issue licence

(2) The Director may, after a hearing, refuse to issue a licence
under subsection I for any reason that he considers proper.
1962-63, c. 78, s. 3 (2); 1965, c. 68, s. 3 (2).

Appeal

(3) Any person to whom the Director has refused to issue a
licence under subsection 2 may appeal the decision of the Director
to the Minister, and the Minister may confirm the decision or
order the licence to be issued. 1962-63, c. 78, s. 3 (3); 1965, c. 68,
s. 3 (3).

Inspectors

4.- (1) The Minister may appoint a chief inspector and such
other inspectors as he considers necessary to carry out and enforce
this Act and the regulations.

Certificale
ol appointment

(2) The production by an inspector of a certificate of his
appointment purporting to be signed by the Minister is admissible in evidence as primafacie proof of his appointment without
further proof of the signature or authority of the Minister.
1962-63, c. 78, s. 4 ( 1, 2).

Powers

(3) For the purpose of carrying out his duties under this Act,
the Director or an inspector may enter any premises or building
and may inspect the premises or building and any animal or mea t
therein. 1962-63, c. 78, s. 4 (3); 1965, c. 68, s. 4.

Obstruction
of Director
or
inspector

5. No person s hall hinder or obstruct the Director Ol" an
inspector in the course of his duties or furnish him with false
information, or refuse to furnish him with information. 1962-63,

c. 78,s.5; 1965,c.68,s.5.
Agreements
with Canada

6 . Subject to the approval of the Lieutenant Governor in
Council, the Minister may enter into agreements with the
Government of Canada, or any agency thereof, providing for,
(a) the more efficient carrying out within Ontario of the

purpose and intent of this Act;
(b) the performance by the Government of Canada, on
behalf of the Government of Ontario, of functions and
services under this Act that are the responsibility of the
Government of Ontario; and
(c) the payment of money required for functions and
services performed by the Government of Canada under
clause b. 1962-63, c. 78, s. 6.

Sec. IO (j)
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7 . Where the provisions of any by-law of a local municipality Conflict
are in conflict with this Act or the regulations, the provisions of ~i~~~y-isw
this Act and the regulations prevail. 19u2-G3, c. 78, s. 7.
municipality
Medical

8 .-(1) Every medical officer of health is ex officio an inspec- officer of
tor under this Act within the area under his jurisdiction.
1:;~~iio
inspector

(2) A person appointed by the council of a local municipality or ~lunicipa.l
by a health unit as an inspector under the direction of the medical mspectol'8
officer of health of the local municipality or health unit, as the
case may be, is ex officio an inspector under this Act within the
area under the jurisdiction of t.he medical officer of health.
19G2-63,c.78,s.8.

9 . Every person who contravenes any of the provisions of this
Act or the regulations is guilty of an offence and on summary
conviction is liable for a first offence to a fine of not more than
$500 or to imprisonment for a term of not more than six months,
or to both fine and imprisonment, and for a subsequent offence to
a fine of not more than $2,000 or to imprisonment for a term of not
more than one year, or to both. 1962-63, c. 78, s. 9.
IO. The Lieutenant Governor in Counci~ may make regulations,
(a) providing for the issue, renewal, suspension or revocation of or refusal to issue or renew licences and prescribing the fees payable for licences or the renewal thereof;
(b) prescribing conditions for licensing;
(c) prescribing t he powers and duties of the Director and of
inspectors or any class thereof;
(d) respecting the facilities and equipment to be provided
and maintained at plants and t he operation of plants;
(e) respecting cleanliness and sanitation at plants;

(j) requiring and governing the detention and disposal of
any animal or meat thereof and prescribing the procedures therefor;
(g) prescribing the manner of, and the devices to be used in,
the slaughter of animals;
(h) respecting the transportation and delivery of meat from

a plant;
(i) prescribing the records to be made and kept by oper-

ators of plants;
(j)

providing for the exemption from the Act or the regulations, or any provision thereof, of any person or class or

Offences

Regulations
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persons, or of any animal or class of animals and the
meat thereof, and prescribing the terms and conditions
therefor;
(k) prescribing the terms and conditions under which ani-

mals and meat may be iinspected at any plant and the
fees payable for inspections;
(l) providing for the stamping with an inspection legend at
a plant of meat that is fit for human consumption;
(m) providing for the labelling at a plant of meat that is fit
for human consumption;
{n) prescribing forms and providing for their use;
(o)

respecting any matter necessary or advisable to carry
out effectively the intent and purpose of this Act.
1962-63,c. 78,s. 10; 1965,c.68,s.6.

